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An Examination of Strategies for the Arbaeen Hosseini
Pilgrimage Walk from the Perspective of Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei Based on the SWOT Analytical Model

Hamid Negaresh? | Ali-Asghar Nasiri?2 | Behnam Rashidizadeh?

Abstract

The Arbaeen Hosseini pilgrimage walk, as one of the largest human gatherings in
the world, encompasses considerable dimensions and capacities, the in-depth
understanding of which requires extensive investigation and systematic research
due to its multifaceted nature and less visible dimensions. Although numerous and
diverse analyses of this phenomenon have been conducted, the SWOT model has
not yet been employed to analyze and explain the Arbaeen pilgrimage. Accordingly,
the primary objective of this study is to examine strategies for leveraging the
strengths and opportunities of the Arbaeen Hosseini pilgrimage while controlling
and mitigating its weaknesses and threats from the perspective of Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei. To this end, the present study employs the SWOT analytical method
to identify and formulate appropriate strategic approaches. The findings indicate
that the principal SO strategies include promoting the lifestyle of the Ahl al-Bayt,
with an emphasis on Hosseini teachings; introducing Imam Hussein and
highlighting the unifying culture of Hussein; preparing for the era of the
reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi; and strengthening and expanding the strategy of
resistance. The principal ST strategies involve enhancing the media and
communication dimensions of the Arbaeen event, highlighting commonalities, and
elucidating the intellectual foundations of Shiism and the Arbaeen phenomenon.
The WO strategies include emphasizing the global significance and universal
implications of Arbaeen for all Muslims and drawing greater attention to the role
of adherence to religious teachings in presenting Shiism. Finally, the WT strategies
encompass emphasizing the facilitative role of governments and promoting
awareness and informed understanding. Overall, these strategies demonstrate that,
from the perspective of Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the Arbaeen Hosseini
pilgrimage possesses substantial cultural, religious, social, media, and transnational
capacities that can be strategically mobilized to strengthen Islamic unity, promote
the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt, and enhance the discourse of resistance.

Keywords: Arbaeen Hosseini Pilgrimage Walk; Strategy; SWOT Analysis..
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