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Representation of the Culture of Sacrifice and Martyrdom in
the Memoir Books of the Martyrs of the Defenders of the
Holy Shrine

meysam, farokhi' | donya, shaverdi "

Abstract

The present article was conducted with the aim of representing the culture of
sacrifice and martyrdom in the memoir books of the martyrs of the Defenders of
the Holy Shrine. In terms of purpose, this research is applied, and in terms of
research type, it is qualitative with an inductive approach. In this regard, seven
memoir books of the martyrs of the Defenders of the Holy Shrine, titled Zir-e Tiq
(Under the Blade), Haj Qasem Salam (Haj Qasem, Hello), Yadat Bashe
(Remember), Qesse-ye Delbari (The Tale of Heart-Stealing), Be Shart-e Asheqi (On
Condition of Love), Kash Bargardi (I Wish You Would Return), and Qarar-e Bi
Qarar (The Restless Appointment), were purposefully selected and analyzed using
qualitative content analysis. The results indicate that the culture of sacrifice and
martyrdom in the mentioned books was categorized into three main categories:
selflessness and sacrifice, otherworldliness, and velayat-centeredness. Regarding
the category of selflessness and sacrifice, it can be noted that martyrdom-seeking,
self-sacrifice, courage, and resistance on the front of truth and service to the people
are among the characteristics and traits of these martyrs; the martyrs of the
Defenders of the Holy Shrine in this regard realized the truth that the Islamic
Revolution was the product of the idea of resistance in Iranian society, which has
become the symbol of Islamic resistance; by internalizing the meaning of resistance
and steadfastness in the mentality of Iran and Iranians, they manifested the spirit of
resistance in society. Regarding the category of otherworldliness, it can be said that
in this context the martyrs’ attention to performing religious obligations and
recommended acts, establishing the duty of enjoining good and forbidding evil, and
also family-centeredness was prominent. The martyrs of the Defenders of the Holy
Shrine paid special attention to family matters, including respect for parents, respect
for spouse, cooperation in the family, and having a sense of responsibility toward
the family. The third category is velayat-centeredness. The mentioned martyrs
believed that the flow of guardianship in the era of occultation is the responsibility
of the Guardian Jurist (Vali-ye Faqih), who has prerogatives and authorities in the
Islamic government, and in this direction they sacrificed their lives on the path of
the Ahl al-Bayt and defense of the shrine.

Keywords:culture, representation, sacrifice and martyrdom, martyrs of the
Defenders of the Holy Shrine.
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